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out by a superficial observation. However on a critical analysis the
virtue ofYudhistirawill be vindicated. But in a Kdvya substantiation
of such things is not possible. Agastya skilful lyavoides all such. The
first charge that can be levelled against Dharmaja is his hesitation to
depute Bh?ma to fight against Bakdsura. As stated earlier the
situation is altered by Agastyapandita in the BALABHARATA
to nullify criticism. The second charge is regarding his readiness
for the game of dice and his indiscreet action in placing his wife
as a wager in it. As already pointed out, Agastya brings in the
inevitability of fate here. Regarding the charge about his attempts
to elicit the secret of the life of Bhisma Agastya conveniently omits
the mention of it in his Kavya. The fourth charge is about his
speaking a lie to his guru. Agastya can not avoid it or alter it in any
way. Hence he expressly states that Yudhistira speaks such a lie
in view of checking the ferocity of Dronacdrya on the ba-tt-l^field.'
Agastya justifies the action by bringing in the point about the advice
of 5'rikrsna26 to Dharmaja to speak so..

No virtue has been held in greater regard in the Hindu liter-
ature and life than truthfulness. The MAHABHARATA declares
that 'truth' out weighs acquired merit of a thousand Horse sacrifices
and that even a trivial falsehood in connection with the teacher
conceived in the mind, destroys the speaker, his ancestors and his
descendents upto seven generations. The MAHABHARATA also
holds that the virtuous man commits no sin if he utters a false-
hood, if it is to save life and wealth of others or for a religious
purpose.

But it should be noted that the dicta specifying the exceptions
do not claim to make untruth a truth. They only release the
offender from the expiation, and dire consequences that otherwise
await falsehood.

Yudhistira who has never deviated from truth is subjected to

26 ...w^fnt y^Ruii i ...T^rRr ^ft^n^^^wmr "^r: wm.

^gZ W^ PR ^T WriN^MiNcTItt t| (16 - 84)